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Abstract

Traumatizing experiences through Palestinian generations from 1948 to
2011 and its relationship to psychological compatibility

The current study aimed at identifying traumatizing experiences in the
period from 1984 to 2011 and its relationship to psychological compatibility,
and to achieve the study’s objectives, the researcher used a descriptive
analytical methodology beside applying a set of scales on a sample of (41)
families, in which the families were chosen in a purposive way where four
generations were available as follows:

Traumatizing experiences scale was applied on a sample of first
generation “Grandparents” with ages between (73-92 yrs.) who have lived
through the war of 1984, traumatizing experiences scale was applied on a
sample of second generation ‘“Parents” with ages between (52-66 yrs.) who
have lived through the war of 1967, traumatizing experiences scale was
applied on a sample of third generation “Sons” with ages between (20-48 yrs.)
who have lived through Alagsa Intifada in 2000, traumatizing experiences
scale was applied on a sample of fourth generation “Grandsons” with ages
between (9-18 yrs.) who have lived through the war of 2008, posttraumatic
stress disorder scale was applied on the first three generations, effect of
traumatizing event on children’s scale was applied on the fourth generations,
psychological compatibility scale was applied in a sample of the first three
generations, and psychological compatibility scale for children was applied in
a sample of the fourth generations.

The previous tools were validated by showing them to a group of
professors to measure the internal consistency, Pearson correlation
coefficients, and the use of the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences
(SPSS).
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Study Results :

1 The level of exposure to traumatizing experiences through generations
was as follows:

The traumatizing experiences that the first generation “grandparents” were
exposed to were (58.5%) which is higher than the medium, while the
traumatizing experiences that the second generation “Parents” were exposed
to were (48.9%) which is a medium percentage close to the third generation
“Sons” percentage (49.2%) , and the fourth generation’s “Grandsons”
traumatizing experiences were (47.6%).

2 Study results showed that the first generation “Grandparents” were
suffering greatly from posttraumatic stress disorder (80.5%) , while the second
generation “Parents” were suffering from posttraumatic stress disorder with a
higher percentage than the medium (58.5%) , also the third generation’s
“Sons” have a posttraumatic stress disorder with a higher percentage than the
medium (56.1%) , and the fourth generation “Sons” showed less than the
medium percentage of (26.8%).

3 Study results indicated no statistically significant relationship between
traumatizing experiences and posttraumatic stress disorder in the first
generation “Grandparents” and second generation “Parents”, while the results
showed a statistically significant relationship between traumatizing
experiences and posttraumatic stress disorder in the other two generations.

4 Study results showed a statistically significant positive relationship
between posttraumatic stress disorder and compatibility methods in the first
three generations, while it showed a statistically significant inverse
relationship between posttraumatic stress disorder and compatibility methods
in the fourth generation.
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